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Minutes of the Soil Stabilisation Task Group Committee
Meeting held at Accrington, on Tuesday 15th April 2008
Present:
Alastair McDermid
AMcD
Beach Stabilisation (Chairman)

David Jones
DJ
Britpave

Steve Foster
SF
British Lime Association

Nizar Ghazireh
NG
Tarmac

Hedley Greaves
HG
Tarmac Buxton Lime


Denis Higgins
DH
CSMA


Yue Huang
YH
Scott Wilson


Paul Robinson
PR
Combined Stabilisation

	
	
	ACTION

	1
	Apologies for Absence
Alex Kidd, Andy Thorpe, Graham Davey, John Bateman, Lindon Sear, Paul Edwards. Simon Harding

	

	2
	Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as full and correct.

	

	3
	Matters Arising not covered elsewhere
New members, Nizar Ghazireh and Paul Robinson were welcomed.
DJ to contact Gerry Howe at SPA to see if the Recycling Committee should be continued


	DJ

	4
	Health & Safety
No incidents reported, however there were only 2 Contractor members present.
Combined Stabilisation are currently working to achieve ISO 14001 and OHSAS 18001.

Scott Wilson has introduced compulsory construction safety certificates for all employees from the beginning of 2008.

SF has circulated a short bullet point safety guide for the delivery and receipt of bulk pressurised powders into spreaders and on-site silos.  Comments were received and version 2 will be circulated for comment.

	SF

	5
	Membership
5.1 Update
All SSTG members have renewed for 2008.
Committee members to forward the contact details of any non-member Contractors to DJ, who will approach them with regard to SSTG membership.

DJ is also to target equipment suppliers and materials (soils) testing labs for SSTG membership.


	ALL



	6
	Subgroup Reports
6.1 Promotions Committee - SF Chairman
Website : www.soilstabilisation.org.uk    
See separate minutes. 

The number of unique visits in Feb 2008 is 1,408 and is consistently now around the 1,000 mark.  This is excellent advertising for members.

6.2 Remediation & Contamination Committee - CC Chairman

Environment Agency Waste Fact Sheet, Industry Code

The Environment Agency document ‘Treating Contaminated Soils for non-hazardous landfill’ on their website remains the July 2007 version containing the unfortunate ‘We do not think it would be sustainable to add materials like cement unless there is a clear environmental benefit’.  I suspect work on this sheet has been halted whilst CL:AIRE drafts an Industry Code of Practice.  A draft was expected in March 2008 but I understand that work continues.

Phase Out of the Landfill Tax Exemption 

The landfill tax exemption for waste from contaminated land will be phased out by 1 April 2012, instead of 2010 as originally proposed. Applications for landfill tax exemption certificates can continue to be made to HMRC up until 1 December 2008. No further applications can be made after that date.  Anyone in possession of a valid exemption certificate will have until 31 March 2012 to dispose of their waste if they wish to benefit from the exemption.
Extension of Land Remediation Relief 

The Budget announced that the Government will recycle the additional revenue from phasing out the landfill tax exemption for waste from contaminated land to extend land remediation relief to expenditure on derelict land and to the removal of Japanese knotweed by treatment.  This will be done from 1 April 2009 and the Government will consult on draft legislation in the summer.

Landfill Tax

In last year’s Budget the Government announced that from 1 April 2008 and until at least 2010-11, the standard rate of landfill tax will increase by £8 per tonne each year.

The 2007 Budget announced that the lower rate of Landfill Tax applying to inactive waste would increase from £2 to £2.50 per tonne from 1 April 2008, frozen at £2.50 per tonne in 2009-10 but the “Government expects the standard rate to continue to increase beyond 2010-11.”
EA revised Guidance on Environmental Permitting

Amended version published March 2008, and attached to EMail.

6.3 Technical R&D (including HA update) Committee - DH Chairman
CN offered his resignation as chairman of this committee and DH has taken over.  The SSTG thanked CN for his work and hope that he will continue to work as part of this sub committee.
The Technical R&D Committee membership was confirmed as follows:

Denis Higgins (Chairman)

Craig Notman, Paul Edwards, John Ferguson, Hedley Greaves and John Boyle.

DH stated that the current focus of the sub committee will be on sulfates and expansion testing.

YH advised that CN will present the results of phase 1 of their research into the comparison of the soaked CBR test with the European swell test by the end of April 2008.  It was requested that this should be circulated to the SSTG membership.
Scott Wilson are looking at low strength HBM on behalf of the HA, to determine the durability of stabilised ground.
NG is to submit a copy of the Birmingham (USA) university work on combating sulfate swell using steel slag.

HA update – No update given.
6.4 Recycling of Existing Pavements Committee - GH Chairman
No report - no attendee.  DJ is to contact GH to ask if this subgroup should continue.
Scott Wilson are to submit a document on stabilising trench arisings using lime, cement and GGBS.  This is a WRAP document and will possibly be available by the end of the year.  YH to keep SSTG advised.

Scott Wilson also doing privately funded work on the SMR process for treating trench fill.  www.smrsoilstabiliser.com


	CN
NG

YH

	7
	Britpave Conference

Britpave Conference to be held at the Holiday Inn, Stratford on 29 / 30 Sept, 2008

Paul Edwards of Scott Wilson has a potential presentation on the low strength HBM work done for the HA.


	

	7
	Any Other Business

Eupave website is now on line www.eupave.eu

DJ is to organise reciprocal links between Britpave and Eupave web sites.  
Eupave membership is approx. € 7,000

As part of the Eupave network, an exchange visit with the Spanish stabilisation industry has been suggested.

NG suggested that the SSTG form a sustainability sub committee.  This was not agreed, however AMcD agreed to provide project info to DH and YH so that an example sustainability calculation could be undertaken.


	DJ

	8
	Date of next meeting
Next main committee meeting 10am on 29th July 2008 at Beach Soil Stabilisation near Haywards Heath
Next SSTG Promotions committee meeting 6pm on 28th July (venue to be agreed).
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